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Willis K. Stetson, librarian Free Public 
Library, New Haven, Conn. 217 votes. 

Malcolm G. Wyer, librarian University 
of Nebraska, Lincoln. 218 votes. 

Trustee of Endowment Fund 

William W. Appleton, trustee New York 
Public Library. 216 votes. 

President-elect Montgomery was called 
to the platform. 

Mr. BROWN: Mr. President, we believe 
that never before has a Conference placed 
upon its officers so many responsibilities. 
We believe that never before has the mem- 
bership shown its loyalty and willingness 
to work for the Association more than now. 
I congratulate you, sir, upon your election 
and congratulate the Association upon my 
being able to pass this gavel to you. 

President-elect MONTGOMERY: Before 
saying a word to the Association I wish to 
extend my heartiest congratulations to the 
retiring president. He has conducted this 
meeting with a quiet dignity that has made 
it, to my mind, one of the most successful 
meetings we have ever held. That makes 
it more difficult for his successor to follow 



such successful performance. I am not 
going to say anything to you in the way 
of making an address. I am simply going 
to thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for the great honor you have done me in 
electing me president of this Association. 
I consider it one of the greatest honors 
which has ever come to me, and I fully 
realize the responsibilities connected with 
it. It was 27 years ago that I came into 
your midst, that is, I came into the midst 
of a few of you, because I saw the other 
day, when counting the register, that there 
are eight members at the present Con- 
ference who were members when I came 
into the Association. 

I am only going to ask you that in this 
very busy year — and we are going to have 
a very busy year indeed — that you will, one 
and all, give your earnest cooperation, 
force and character to the splendid pro- 
gram that is to be laid out before you and 
that you will act with your officers in mak- 
ing this one of the most noteworthy, active 
years the Association has ever had. 

The Conference is now adjourned sine 
die. 



EXECUTIVE BOARD 



FIRST SESSION 

The Executive Board met in the Hotel 
Seelbach, Louisville, on June 21, 1917, 4 
p. m. 

Present: President Brown, Messrs. 
Dudgeon, Jennings, Bostwick, Ranck and 
Bailey. 

The committee on Resolutions was ap- 
pointed as follows: George F. Bowerman, 
chairman; Marilla W. Freeman and John 
E. Goodwin. 

It was voted that the election of officers 
be held on Tuesday, June 26, that the polls 
be open 9 a. m. to 2:30 p. m., and that 
William Teal and Anne Coldewey serve as 
tellers of election. 

It was voted that the proposal to amend 



Section 1 of the By-laws to the Constitu- 
tion, so that the term of service of the 
Finance committee be for the fiscal year 
of the association, be laid on the table. 

Reports of progress were received from 
the committee on Libraries in hospitals 
and charitable and correctional institu- 
tions, and from the committee on Code 
for classifiers. (These reports are printed 
elsewhere in Proceedings of the Confer- 
ence.) 

SECOND SESSION 

Macauley's Theatre, Louisville, Ky. 
June 27, 1917 
Present: President Montgomery, Vice- 
President Jennings, Misses Rathbone and 
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Doren, and Messrs. Ranck, Dudgeon and 
Bailey. 

"Official Bulletin" of the Government 

The subject of the distribution of the 
"Official Bulletin" of the Government to 
the libraries of the country, having been 
referred to the Board by the Association, 
on June 25, in compliance with the terms 
of a resolution submitted by Mr. J. I. 
Wyer, Jr., the Board unanimously adopted 
the following resolution prepared by Miss 
Rathbone and Mr. Ranck: 

Whereas, the public libraries of the 
country now serve communities contain- 
ing more than one-half of the population 
of the United States, and therefore may be 
made most efficient agents of publicity for 
the distribution of information, therefore, 

The American Library Association rec- 
ommends that the "Official Bulletin" as a 
medium of authentic information be sent 
to every public library of the United 
States, if consistent with the general poli- 
cies of the Government. 

Farmers' parcel post book rates 

Mr. A. L. Spencer, of South Canisteo, N. Y., 
appeared by invitation before the Board 
for the purpose of submitting the question 
of proposed legislation by Congress regard- 
ing rates on books delivered by parcel post 
to farmers and others in outlying districts. 
After discussion of a resolution adopted by 
the New York State Grange and a corol- 
lary, which were read by Mr. Spencer, on 
motion of Mr. Dudgeon, duly seconded and 
carried, the Board approved the following: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Board 
of the American Library Association, in 
session at Louisville, Kentucky, June 27, 
1917, endorses the resolution passed by the 
New York State Grange, at its last annual 
session, as presented before this body by 
A. L. Spencer, which reads as follows: 

The New York State Grange favors 
a flat parcel post rate for public li- 
brary books of two pounds for a cent, 
restricted to the rural delivery routes 
of each local zone. 

We believe this measure for rural bet- 
terment most desirable in every part of 
the United States where local libraries ex- 
ist or may be established, and we welcome 
the aid of the Grange as an organization in 



the solving of the vital problem of library 
advantages for the farm people. 

It is the belief of this Board, however, 
that no rate should thus be requested 
which will in its practical working impose 
an appreciable burden on the Federal 
treasury, but in view of the fact that the 
rural delivery system throughout the coun- 
try is carrying a load far below its normal 
capacity we feel that for this vital measure 
the lowest special rate that will be self- 
paying should be granted. 

The secretary was directed to transmit 
the resolution and corollary to Mr. 
Spencer. 

Committe to Investigate manner in which 
municipalities are meeting obligations 
to donors 

On behalf of the above committee 
(Messrs. Brett, Dudgeon and Utley) the 
secretary submitted a report from the 
chairman, which was accepted as a report 
of progress. 

Committee on Work with the foreign-born 

A committee on Work with the foreign- 
born having been recommended to the 
Board, the following resolution, on motion 
of Mr. Bailey, was adopted: 

Resolved, that a committee of five on 
Work with the foreign-born be appointed 
to collect from libraries and supply to 
them information on the desirable meth- 
ods of assisting in the education of the 
foreign-born in American ideals and cus- 
toms and the English language. 

Standing committees 

On motion of Mr. Jennings it was voted 
that the appointment of standing commit- 
tees be conducted by correspondence. 

Committee on International co-operation 

A letter was read from Mr. E. H. Ander- 
son, chairman of the committee on Inter- 
national co-operation, to assist in promot- 
ing library extension in Europe after the 
war, recommending that in view of the 
changed national conditions, and the fact 
that a War service committee is now in 
existence, the committee on International 
co-operation be discharged. After in- 
formal discussion it was taken as the sense 
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of the Board that the committee he not 
discharged at this time, but remain for 
the time being in abeyance. 

Committee on Compilation of reading list 
on home economics 

This committee in a letter to the Secre- 
tary recommended that it be discharged 
until such time as the Home Economics 
Association committee asks for its co-op- 
eration. It was taken as the sense of the 
Board, however, that the committee be not 
discharged, but remain also in abeyance. 
Conference of 1919 

A letter was read from Dr. Arthur E. 
Bostwick, in which, on behalf of the Board 
of Directors of the St. Louis Public Li- 
brary he invited the American Library As- 
sociation to hold its conference in 1919 in 
St. Louis. The Secretary was directed to 
acknowledge the letter with the thanks of 
the Executive Board and with the assur- 
ance that the invitation would at the 
proper time receive due consideration. 



Place of next conference 

The Secretary reported that invitations 
for the next conference had been received 
from the Convention Bureaus of Buffalo, 
Chicago, Milwaukee, New York, San Fran- 
cisco and Springfield, the latter invitation 
being seconded by many New England 
members of the Association. An invitation 
to meet in Burlington, Vermont, had been 
extended by the Vermont Free Public Li- 
brary Commission, the Vermont Library 
Association, the State Legislature by joint 
resolution, the University of Vermont, the 
Green Mountain Club and other state or- 
ganizations. Saratoga, New York, was 
also discussed as a possible place of meet- 
ing. After discussion on motion of Mr. 
Dudgeon it was voted that the Secretary 
be instructed to investigate the advantages 
offered by Saratoga, Burlington and 
Springfield, and to make a report thereon 
to the Board. 

The meeting of the Board was then ad- 
journed. 
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FIRST SESSION 

The Council met Saturday evening, June 
23, in Macauley's Theatre, Louisville, im- 
mediately after the adjournment of the 
general session. The meeting was called 
to order by President Brown. The fol- 
lowing twenty-five members were present: 
C. W. Andrews, Willard Austen, Arthur E. 
Bostwick, George F. Bowerman, R. R. 
Bowker, W. H. Brett, W. L. Brown, Henry 
J. Carr, Gratia A. Countryman, J. C. Dana, 
M. S. Dudgeon, Mrs. Elizabeth Claypool 
Earl, Frank P. Hill, Charles D. Johnston, 
Margaret Mann, Edith A. Phelps, W. T. 
Porter, Herbert Putnam, Samuel H. Ranck, 
Josephine A. Rathbone, A. S. Root, Mrs. 
Harriet P. Sawyer, Mrs. J. A. Thompson, 
Alice S. Tyler, J. I. Wyer, Jr. 

A Nominating committee for nomination 
of five members of the Council was ap- 
pointed as follows: Arthur L, Bailey, 



chairman; Carl H. Milam, Sarah C. N. 
Bogle, Edith A. Phelps, Willard Austen. 

Mr. G. W. Lee presented the following 
resolution on behalf of the committee on 
Sponsorship for knowledge: 

Resolved, That the committee on Spon- 
sorship for knowledge be requested to 
adopt working plans as soon as practicable 
and report to the mid-winter meeting on 
the undertaking in its actual operation. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Dr. C. W. Andrews presented a report 
on union list of periodicals, which on 
motion was accepted and ordered filed: 

Report on union list of periodicals 

Your committee on Union lists submits 
for your information and as a report of 
progress the following statement: 

The American Mathematical Society has 
appointed a committee, of which Dr. 



